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The College of Arts + Architecture is proud to offer closed
captioning for this performance in both English and Spanish,
available on your smartphone.

Please connect to the “NinerWiFi-Guest” WiFi network and
scan the QR code below to access captioning.

La Facultad de Artes + Arquitectura se enorgullece de ofrecer
subtitulos para esta actuacion tanto en inglés como en espariol,
disponibles en su teléfono inteligente.

Conéctese a la red WiFi “NinerWiFi-Guest” y escanee el
cbédigo QR a continuacién para acceder a los subtitulos.
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Captions powered by CCTheater, from AccessTech, LLC.
Subtitulos desarrollados por CCTheater, de AccessTech, LLC.
(info@getaccesstech.com)

American Sign Language Interpretation on Sunday 2/16 at 2pm is
courtesy of LanguageLine Solutions.

Video and/or audio recording is strictly prohibited.



The Playboy of the Western World
co-adapted by Bisi Adigun and Roddy Doyle

Setting
Western Dublin, 2007

Act I:
Near midnight

Act 1I:
The next morning

10-minute intermission

Act 11I:
Immediately following Act Il

Cast

PEGEEN

SEAN

MICHAEL
CHRISTOPHER

JIMMY

PHILLY

WIDOW QUIN

MALOMO

HONOR

SARAH

SUSAN

RADIO VOICE HOST
RADIO GUEST #1
RADIO GUEST #2
STAND IN FOR MALOMO
STAND IN FOR PEGEEN

Special Thanks

Studio Cultivate

Kat Fletcher

Zack Mahon
Christian Casper*
Sean Chavis
Spencer Addison*
Connor May
Lauren Barnette
Ron McClelland**
Liz Posnanski
Avery Bornac
Alex Tolar

David Janowiak
Astrid Reed-Kennedy
Ryan Epp

Amari Archie

Liz Posnanski

*Guest Artist, **Theatre Faculty
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Director’s Note

The play that you're about to watch is an adaptation of a firmly established
masterpiece of modern Irish drama, originally written in 1907 by lIrish
playwright J.M. Synge.

On opening night in 1907, the play was met with riots and controversy.
The play was seen as offensive to Irish culture and public morals. It was
disrupted by angry audience members who hissed, shouted, and stamped
their feet. The riots spread out from the Abbey Theatre in Dublin and
involved protesters, police, and clashes with Synge’s supporters.

100 years later in 2007, Irish born playwright Roddy Doyle and Bisi Adigun,
a Nigerian/Irish immigrant and the founder and Artistic Director of the first
African theatre company in Ireland, Arambi Productions, collaborated to
create a modern adaptation of Synge’s world classic. It was presented at the
original Abbey theatre in Dublin approximately a century after the original.

The adaptation was reset in West Dublin in 2007, a place and time of
extreme drug and crime-related violence and racial upheaval. The titular
character was re-imagined as a Nigerian immigrant, fleeing an apparent
crime he committed in his homeland.

This modern adaptation of a world classic retains the play’s focus on
themes of mythmaking, the power of storytelling, and the complexities of
(Irish) identity, but goes a step further. It mines contemporary themes of
seeming vs. being in a media-centered and social media word, themes of
xenophobia, and themes of immigration-related racism.

The play’s adaptors took an old story and re-created it for a modern-
day audience. They strove to maintain the language, intent, pathos, and
humor of the original and give it fresh life that speaks to contemporary
audiences and issues.

| hope it speaks to you as it does to me. | hope it entertains, enlightens,
and causes you to both laugh and reflect on these topics.



On a personal note: As the newly hired Chair of Theatre at UNC Charlotte,
this is the first time | have had the chance to work with this talented and
eager group of students on what is, by all accounts, an exceptionally
challenging piece of theatre. It’s been a wonderfully daunting, inspirational,
fun, and unexpected dance—a jig and reel—and | am grateful for the
chance to create with this amazing group of young artists, as well as
to collaborate with the faculty and staff that comprise UNC Charlotte’s
Theatre Department and Production Arts and Operations Unit. | am
humbled, thankful, and grateful.

Slainte,
David Janowiak

Meet the Adaptor

In conjunction with the Theatre Department’'s February 2025 production
of The Playboy of the Western World, A Modern Adaptation (by Bisi
Adigun and Roddy Doyle of J.M. Synge’s 1907 world classic of the same
title). The Department of Theatre will host a live discussion with one of
the primary adaptors, Bisi Adigun, who is a Nigerian born playwright and
theatre maker. Mr. Adigun will be joining the discussion virtually via Zoom.
The discussion will focus on the process of updating and adapting a world
classic for modern audiences.

The live discussion, led by Theatre Chair David Janowiak, will take place
on the set of the production during the run of the show, on Friday, February
14 from 1-2 pm in the Black Box Theater in Robinson Hall on the campus
of UNC Charlotte. The event is free and can seat up to 75 people on a
first-come-first-served basis.

For questions about this and other companion events, please contact
David Janowiak: djanowil@charlotte.edu



About the Department of Theatre
Our Mission

The Department of Theatre provides a student-focused liberal arts
education that develops theatre artists, scholars and teachers to investigate
current best practices and emerging entrepreneurial methods in theatre
and other kinds of professional performance. Aligning with the university’s
open-access education, we integrate the values of ethical and informed
community engagement and innovative creative research practices.

For more information about our mission and vision, please visit our
website available via the QR code below.

Support the Department of Theatre

The Theatre Department Fund supports student welfare, class supplies,
scholarship assistance, recruiting, lecture series, school-wide events,
promotion, and related needs. To make a gift and impact our students,
please scan the QR code below. Thank you!

theatre.charlotte.edu
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Please join us for the next
Department of Theatre production!

Measure for Measure
by William Shakepeare
Thu Mar 20- Sat Mar 22 | 7:30 pm
Sat Mar 22 & Sun Mar 23 | 2:00 pm
Anne R. Belk Theater

Please scan the QR code below to join our mailing list and
receive information about upcoming events in the CoA+A!




College of Arts + Architecture

Upcoming Events

FEBRUARY

Jazz Combos & Ensemble

Wind Ensemble

Orchestra

Symphonic Band

MARCH

Alan Yamamoto & Chamber Ensemble
Faculty & Friends Concert Series

University Chorale

Measure for Measure
by William Shakespeare
Gospel Choir

APRIL

Mira Frisch

Faculty & Friends Concert Series

Spring Dance Concert

coaa.charlotte.edu

Mon Feb 17 | 7:30 pm
Anne R. Belk Theater

Wed Feb 19| 7:30 pm
Anne R. Belk Theater

Thu Feb 20 | 7:30 pm
Anne R. Belk Theater

Fri Feb 21 | 7:30 pm
Anne R. Belk Theater

Tue Mar 11| 7:30 pm
Rowe Recital Hall

Sat Mar 15 | 3:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church, Concord

Thu Mar 20- Sat Mar 22| 7:30 pm
Sat Mar 22 & Sun Mar 23 | 2:00 pm
Anne R. Belk Theater

Mon Mar 31| 7:30 pm
Rowe Recital Hall

Tue Apr 1| 7:30 pm
Rowe Recital Hall

Thu Apr 10- Sat Apr 12 | 7:30 pm
Sun Apr 13| 2:00 pm
Anne R. Belk Theater







